
OTC Recommendation for Establishing Daily Limits for Coal-Fired EGUs in 
Pennsylvania to Ensure that Existing Control Technologies are Optimized to 
Minimize Nitrogen Oxide Emissions Each Day of the Summer Ozone Season

The Ozone Transport Commission (OTC) recommends that the U.S. EPA require Pennsylvania to 
revise the Pennsylvania State Implementation Plan to include additional control measures which would 
establish daily nitrogen oxides (NOx) emission limits for all coal-fired EGUs with already installed 
Selective Catalytic Reduction (SCR) or Selective Non Catalytic Reduction (SNCR) control technology 
to ensure that these technologies are optimized to minimize NOx emissions each day of the ozone 
season.

These requirements must be as stringent as any one of the rules attached.  These rules all establish 
daily limits designed to optimize the use of SCR and SNCR control technologies to minimize NOx 
emissions each day of the ozone season.  Daily NOx limits for coal-fired EGUs have been adopted by 
Delaware, New Jersey and Maryland, three of the states adjacent to and directly downwind of 
Pennsylvania.  Pennsylvania contributes significantly to four downwind nonattainment areas in the 
OTC including Washington D.C., Baltimore, Philadelphia, and New York City. During the summer of 
2018, NOx emissions from coal-fired EGUs in Pennsylvania equipped with SCR and SNCR were 
more than four times greater than the NOx emissions from coal-fired EGUs in Delaware, New Jersey 
and Maryland combined.

Pennsylvania has not yet adopted daily NOx limits for coal-fired EGUs.  Therefore, the OTC is 
recommending that EPA require Pennsylvania to adopt and implement daily NOx limits as 
expeditiously as practicable.  It is our hope that the three options embodied in the Delaware, New 
Jersey and Maryland regulations will provide Pennsylvania with the flexibility to implement daily 
NOx limits in a time frame to help downwind OTC states attain the 2015 ozone standard by the dates 
required in the Clean Air Act.  

Because this recommendation does not involve the purchase or installation of new control 
technologies, the OTC urges EPA to require that Pennsylvania implement these requirements in time 
to reduce ozone levels during the summers of 2020 and 2021.  All of the marginal nonattainment areas 
in the Ozone Transport Region (OTR) are on a path to not attain the 2015 ozone standard by 2021, the 
mandated attainment date for marginal nonattainment areas, if additional NOx reductions are not 
achieved. 



Attachments  
 

1. Delaware Administrative Code, Title 7 Natural Resources & Environmental 
Control, 1100 Air Quality Management Section, 1146 “Electric Generating Unit 
(EGU) Multi-Pollutant Regulation” (pages 1-9) 
  

2. New Jersey State Department of Environmental Protection, New Jersey 
Administrative Code, Title 7, Chapter 27, Subchapter 19, “Control and Prohibition 
of Air Pollution from Oxides of Nitrogen” (pages 1 & 27-29) 
 

3. Maryland - Code of Maryland Regulations (COMAR), Title 26 Department of the 
Environment, Subtitle 11 Air Quality, Chapter 38, “Control of NOx Emissions from 
Coal-Fired Electric Generating Units” (pages 1-6) 
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Technology optimization language from Maryland's latest NOx Regulation
highlighted in yellow.
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